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1.1 Building Your First Report 

 

In this section we will use the InfoAssist authoring tool to build a report. In the BI Portal 

resource tree on the left hand side, make sure the “Db2 Web Query Training” folder is 

expanded (if not, double click on it).  

 

Expand the Db2 Web Query Training folder if not already expanded. Right-click on your TEAMxx 

folder you created previously and choose New→ Report.   

 

This might take a minute or two, but a new browser window will open the InfoAssist authoring 

tool.  

 

 

 

 

 

In the next pop up menu you will see a list of synonyms that you will build your report over. 

Synonyms are a metadata representation of your underlying files/tables (note that they could 

also be metadata representations of data returned from an SQL View, a User Defined Function, 
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an SQL Alias, a Stored Procedure *and* could represent files/tables that reside in remote 

databases such as another Db2 for i database, or even a MySQL or SQLServer database).   

 

Metadata is an important concept because it simplifies data sources for the report author, while 

providing integrity in calculated fields, also known as “single version of the truth.” To learn 

more about metadata, and Db2 Web Query metadata objects known as “SYNONYMS,” refer to 

the Nuts and Bolt Redbook.  

 

Select the CEN_ORDERS synonym. If you don’t see it, make sure the “Century Electronics” 

folder is expanded on the left-hand side panel.  

 

In this case, this synonym represents a cluster of tables JOINED together into a single 

synonym. This makes it very easy for end users to not have to worry about the need to join 

files/tables together in each and every report.  
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Click OPEN. 

 

After InfoAssist opens up, click on the MAIN MENU   button and select OPTIONS 
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On the Data Panel option, if not already selected, choose “LOGICAL” view. 

 

 

 

This lets you set DEFAULTS for your InfoAssist environment. You can always change these 

settings within your InfoAssist sessions, but then the scope is just for that particular InfoAssist 

session. 

 

Note you can also set your default style sheet here. Not sure about you, but I’m getting pretty 

tired of the grey look of the sample reports and would like to use some other color schemes. 

There are over 100 style sheets to choose from, and you can also modify your own. If you click 

on the BROWSE button under “Environment and Styling” you can view the style sheets.  

 

You may need to select the Templates folder to see the complete list.  

 

Select the ENBlue_Medium1.sty stylesheet and click on OPEN. Now every time you open 

up InfoAssist it will use this stylesheet. If you want to just change the stylesheet for a specific 

report, you can do that as well, but not from the Options menu – but rather, using the Theme 

  tool in the Home tab.  
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NOTE: There is a stylesheet document available from the Db2 Web Query wiki which is a good 

resource to understand more about these. To find that document, go to ibm.co/db2wqwiki and 

take the DOCUMENTATION link.  

 

Click on OK from the options pop-up to return to InfoAssist.  

 

The only bad news here is that in order for that stylesheet to take effect, you’ll need to CLOSE 

InfoAssist and then re-start it.  

 

Close Infoassist by selecting that big IA button and EXIT 
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Now restart InfoAssist again – right click on Teamxx folder and select NEW -> Report. 

 

Select CEN_ORDERS synonym (remember from above you have to expand the Century 

Electronics Folder to see that) then click on OPEN.  
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And here we are! 

 

The “Data” panel on the left hand side shows you the columns/fields available to you for your 

report. The Logical view you specified displays these fields as MEASURES (typically numeric 

fields) and DIMENSIONS (often considered “Sort” fields).  

 

 

 

Click on the collapse button (downward pointing arrow) next to Measures, you should then see 

a set of “dimensions.”  
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Keep this in mind as you work your way through additional tutorials. You may encounter 

instructions that ask you to select a column/field but you can’t find it in the data panel. So be 

sure to use the expand buttons and/or scroll capabilities within the data panel to look for it! Or, 

note the search area at the top of the data panel – if you know the name of the field you’re 

looking for you can search for it.  

 

1.1.1 How to Build a Summary Report 

 

Expand the Product Info Dimension, and Product Info Hierarchy to get to the list of fields in that 

hierarchy. Double-click the Product Type field. 
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Note that you can double click the field, or drag and drop it on to your Interactive Design View 

panel, or drag and drop it on to the Query panel below. All three methods will place Product 

Type as the primary By field in a new report. 

 

Open up the Store Locations section and add COUNTRY to the right of PRODUCT TYPE in the 

Live Preview section.  

 

Back in the Data Panel, expand measurements.  

Double-click Revenue. 

 

 
 

Note that the fields you’ve been adding also show up under the query structure, or Query Panel 

area. You can also use the Query panel to view the structure of the report and/or manipulate it. 
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The Query Panel defaults to a SUM (summary) report. If you right click above that SUM icon, 

you can see other options such as a detailed, or PRINT.  

 

You can also move multiple fields to the report at once. Click on Cost of,Goods Sold, then 

CTRL-CLICK on Returns and Gross_Profit (you may need to scroll down a bit to find 

Gross_Profit. With all 3 selected, drag them into the Live Preview area and drop them to the 

right of Revenue.  

 

 

Note how the monetary measurements in the report are already formatted with a “$” sign, 

commas, and 2 decimal point precision. This formatting is applied to those fields in the 

synonym so you don’t need to do that each and every time in every report. Gross_Profit is also 

a calculated field stored in the synonym. You can rest assured that Gross_Profit is using the 

same calculation in every report where that field is brought in. While Gross_Profit is a simple 

calculation, consider maybe a different calculation, like SALES_COMMISSION based on a % of 

sale. If you build this into the synonym, and this field is used in 25 reports (for example), if the 

business were to ever change the % value to this calculation, you would only have to go in and 

change that calculated field in one place – in the synonym (rather than having to make that 

change 25 times at each report level).  

 

Perhaps we should add a header and footer to the report. Making sure you’re on the home tab, 

click on the Header & Footer toolbar to open that window. 
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Click on the “Enter text here” and type in “Product and Geography Metrics – Summary.” 

That will be our header. Now click on Report Footer near the top of this window.  

 

 

 

Let’s add a footer with a timestamp using Db2 Web Query System Variables. On the Report 

Footer window, click on the text and enter “Prepared on &DATE and &TOD”. When the report is 

run it will show date/time of report executing. These system variables are documented in the 

“Nuts and Bolts” Redbook.  
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Click Ok.  

 

Test the report. Click on the RUN button.  

 

 

This opens up another window in IA+, overlaying your Live Preview. Verify the header and 

footer look like they should.  

 

 

 

 

 

To go back to edit mode, we need to close this window. Note that there is a new tab at the 

bottom of your IA browser window. You can either just click on the Live Preview tab to the left 

of that, or close the window altogether.  
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Next, we want to add grand totals to our report. 

Select the Home tab at the top, if not already selected.  

 

If the Report group is not already expanded (if you can’t see “Theme” and Style” tools), click 

the Report group under “Header and Footer.”  

 

This is another example of “collapse” and “expand”, but within the ribbon bar. There is only so 

much real estate on your browser, so some of the tools are collapsed into groups. The groups 

of tools on this particular ribbon bar are “Format,” “Design,” “Filter,” and “Report.”  

 

 

 

 

Click Column Totals in the expanded Report ribbon. 

 

Selecting Column Totals adds a grand total row to the bottom of the report to sum the numeric 

data in each column.   

 

Selecting Row Totals would add a grand total column to the right side of the report to sum the 

numeric data in each row. 

Save your report.  Click the Save AS from the big blue IA icon in the upper left of your IA 

window.  button at the top of the window, and call the report Product Geo Metrics Summary. 

 

Without closing your IA window, jump over to your BI Portal view in your browser. Note that 

you should now see this report in your folder. Also note that is not in BOLD type. This is 

because you have not PUBLISHED the report so others that have access to the Db2 Web Query 

Training folder can see it (as well as the sub-folder). So right now, this report is only visible and 

accessible by you. To publish it, you’d probably want to select your Team xx subfolder and 

select Publish. Whether you do this or not is up to you.  

 

Double click on the Product Geo Metrics Summary report.  

 

 

So far so good. Let’s now enable auto drill down, and auto link.  
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Go back to your IA window. Click on the FORMAT tab, and the AUTO DRILL.  

 

 

You might also see an OLAP ANALYSIS tool there. Or you might not. There is another type of 

auto drill down user interface that we won’t cover in this test drive but is covered in the 

Redbook tutorials. To have that tool selection option appear you need a Db2 Web Query 

Administrator to enable it. To do this, they would go to the Admin Console and open up the 

OTHER category on the left panel. Check the OLAP option and then save.  Then click Clear 

Cache at the top of the Admin Console. 

 

But for now, let’s just go ahead and RUN the now “auto-drill” enabled report. Click on the 

RUN button.  
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Note how both dimension columns, Product Type and Country, have underlines underneath 

each value in the report. Left click on Audio and see the drill down option pop up. Product 

Type naturally drills down to Product Category. Click on that drill down.  

 

 

 

Now you have Product Category listed in the first column. This is not a second report. Within 

this single report you can manipulate the view.  

 

Click on United States now, and “Drill down to Region.”  Notice how you can also go back 

to the beginning with “Restore Original.” Now we’re looking at Amplifier metrics within the 

United States. Take note of the helpful tip at the top indicating where you have navigated to. 

You can also use those to drill back up.  
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Close the RUN window and go back to the Live Preview. SAVE your report by clicking on the 

SAVE icon  

 

1.1.2 Creating a Linked Target Report 

 
Pop over to your BI Portal browser window. Navigate (by expanding) to the 4e -Product Bubble 

chart within Century Electronics -> Assignment 4 folders. Right click and EDIT.  
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This should open a second IA+ window. Before going any further, let’s save this back into your 

work folder. We do not want to edit the sample report in Century Electronics, but rather, save 

time by using an already existing report to suit our desires.  

 

Click on the large blue IA icon and select SAVE – AS. Make sure you select your work 

folder (Team xx) in the Db2 Web Query Training top-level folder.  
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Name the report Target Bubble Chart and click on save.  
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In the FILTER panel, remove the 2nd filter in that panel by right clicking on it and selecting 

DELETE.  

 

 

 

Also within the FILTER panel, right click on the one remaining filter and select EDIT.  

 

What we want to do is set up the PRODUCT TYPE field to be an optional, dynamic parameter. 

An optional filter will run the report if a parameter is passed to it, using that parameter. And, if 

no parameter is passed, it will run the report assuming all PRODUCT TYPES.  

 

Once you’re in the FILTER edit pop up, be sure to double click somewhere in the section 

noted in the box below.  

 

 
Then single click the down arrow and pause for a few seconds to get to the next screen 

below.  
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Click on the multi-select dynamic parameter drop down box to open up the parameter 

settings pop up. Make sure DYNAMIC button is selected and select the OPTIONAL check box 

.  

 

 

You may want to note the “Sort prompt values” options too. This is very nice for being able to 

sort the valued in the prompt field. A good example is you had a field like YEAR as a prompt 

but always wanted to show most recent years at the top of the prompting of values and 

previous years in order below that. Leave it as Ascending here.  

 

Scroll down within the list of fields, expand the product info hierarchy and select Product 

Type is selected. Click OK, and then OK again.  
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If this is a target report in a linked report scenario (a parent report will be drilling into this 

one), it might be nice to place the value of the parameter passed this report from the parent 

report in the header.  

 

Under the HOME tab, click on Headers and Footers tool.   

 

 

 

 

Enter “Revenue, Quantity and Margin for &PRODUCTTYPE” (without the quotes) and click OK.   
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We have one more thing to do here, and that is to enable this report as a target candidate. 

Under the FORMAT tab, expand the Auto Linking by selecting that tool.  

 

 

 

Select the “Auto Link Target” tool and SAVE your report.  

 

1.1.3 Enabling Auto Linking on Parent Report(s) 

 

Your IA window for the Product Geo Metrics report should still be open unless you closed it 

earlier. Either navigate to that browser window, or, from the BI Portal, right click on that report 

and specify EDIT to open it up in InfoAssist+.  

 



                                            
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Page 23                                                                                      © 2020 IBM Corporation 
 

What we now want to do is turn auto linking on in this report so when we run it, there will be 

the ability to link to our bubble chart. You do not have to specify the bubble chart to this report 

– Db2 Web Query figures out that there are common parameters being passed from, and to, 

these 2 reports so it will automatically present the bubble chart as one (or more) reports to link 

to from the Product Geo Metrics report.  

 

Go to the FORMAT tab in the IA session for Product Geo Metrics. Make sure Auto Linking 

section is expanded, and select “Enable Auto Linking” tool.  

 

 

 

 

Save your report .  

 

Navigate back to your BI Portal and double click on the Product Geo Metrics report in your 

team xx folder. Click on AUDIO.  

 

 

Now we have a new option! In addition to the “Drill down to Product Category” which, again, is 

drilling down within the same report to a lower level of the Product dimension, we also now 

have the AUTO LINKS option. Hover over Auto Links and you’ll see one or more other reports 

that you can run, passing the value AUDIO to the target report. You may see multiple options 

for linked reports. Select Target Bubble Chart.  

 

Our bubble chart runs with Audio passed to it and placed in the report header! 
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Save your two open IA+ reports if those browser windows are still open, and then close those 

windows.  

 
 

2 Additional Information: Links 
 

Links:  

Ibm.biz/db2webqueryi  - main website 

Ibm.co/db2wqwiki  - technical wiki 

Db2webqueryi.blogspot.com – Doug Mack’s blog 

Ibm.biz/db2wqezinstall – EZ-install getting started page 

Contact the Db2 Web Query Team at QU2@us.ibm.com 

file:///C:/Users/IBM_ADMIN/Documents/customer%20engagements/LABS/Ibm.biz/db2webqueryi
file:///C:/Users/IBM_ADMIN/Documents/customer%20engagements/LABS/Ibm.co/db2wqwiki
file:///C:/Users/IBM_ADMIN/Documents/customer%20engagements/LABS/Db2webqueryi.blogspot.com
file:///C:/Users/IBM_ADMIN/Documents/customer%20engagements/LABS/Ibm.biz/db2wqezinstall

